Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2023

CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2023
A BILL ENTITLED

AN ACT to amend the Constitution of the Republic of The Gambia,
1997 to extend, the time in which the President is required to cause
the Minister responsible for finance to prepare and lay before the
National Assembly the estimates of the revenue and expenditure of
The Gambia, the time for the consideration and approval of the
estimates by the Assembly, the time for the consideration of the
Appropriation Bill, and connected matters.

ENACTED by the President and the National Assembly.

[ ]

1. Short title

This Act may be cited as the Constitution of the Republic of The
Gambia (Amendment) Act, 2023.

2. Amendment of the Constitution of the Republic of The
Gambia, 1997

The Constitution of the Republic of The Gambia, 1997 (In this Act
referred to as the “Constitution”) is amended as set out in this Act.

3 Amendment of section 152
Section 152 of the Constitution is amended —

(@) in sub-section (1) by substituting for the words “thirty days”,
the words “sixty days”;

(b) in sub-section (1A) by substituting for the words “fourteen
days”, the words “thirty days”; and

(c) in sub-section (3A) by substituting for the words “seven
days”, the words “fourteen days”.



Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2023

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
(OBJECTS AND REASONS)

This Bill seeks to amend the Constitution of the Republic of The
Gambia by increasing the time required by the President through
the Minister responsible for finance to lay before the National
Assembly the estimates of revenue and expenditure for the
following financial year.

The Constitution of the Republic of The Gambia, 1997 requires the
President of the Republic through the Minister responsible for
finance to lay before the National Assembly estimates of revenue
and expenditure for the following year at least thirty days before the
end of the financial year. The National Assembly is required to give
consideration and approve it within fourteen days.

The Bill seeks to give more time to National Assembly Members to
scrutinise the estimates by making more consultations with
stakeholders, which is challenging with the current requirements.
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