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THE GAMBIA | 1. Short title
NO./d OF 2023

Assented to by The President,

thlsgo"’c day ofJZn“.,r\\,],. 2024,

This Act may be cited as the Animal Health Act 2023

2. Interpretation

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requireg

‘Act” means the Animal Health Act, 2023

ﬂcﬁ% OoL

Adama Barrow
President

‘animal” includes -

(a) a mammal, reptile, bird. bee; and

‘animal identification” means
identification and registration of an Y, with a
unique identifier, or Collectively Dy |

group, with a unique group Identifier;

‘animal identification system” means the INclusion ang linking
of components such as \dentification of establishments or owners

the persons responsible for the animals, movements ang other
records with animal Identification

being of animals:

‘animal traceability” means the ability to follow an animal or
group of animals during all stages of its life:



Animal Health Act 2023

‘approved” means officiall |
e Verrar o ally approved, accredited or registered by

‘Aquatic Code” means the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code

authorised officer” means a qualified veterinarian or veterinary

gzra-profess‘onal who 15 a member of staff of the Veterinary

. 'viCeés and such other person as the Veterinary Services may
esignate in writing for the purpose of implementing the Act:

bio-security plan” means a plan that identifies potential
pathways for the introduction and spread of disease in a zone or
@ compartment. and describes the measures which are being or
will be applied to mitigate the disease risks, if applicable, as
recommended in the appropriate international standards.

border post™ means an airport, a seaport, a railway station or a
road check-point open to international trade of commodities,
where mport vetennary inspections can be performed;

buffer zone” means a zone between an infected zone and an
uninfected zone where there are movement controls and

survesilance activities,

‘carcass means the dead body of an animal and includes the
meat bones. hide, skin, hoofs, horns, offal or any other part of the
dead body of an animal, separately or otherwise,

‘cattle” means male and female animals of the Bos taurus or Bos
indicus species or any cross breed of Bos taurus and Bos indicus
species and includes the various age and productive categories,
whether castrated or not, which is kept for milk, meat, draught

power or for any other purpose,

‘Codex Alimentarius” means the intergovernmental body within

the framework of the Food and Agriculture of the United Nations
and the World Health Organization which works to protect the

health of consumers, ensures fair practices in world trade and
promotes coordination of all work food standards undertaken by

international governmental and non-governmental organisations,

" means an anmal sub-population contained 'in
blishments under a common bio-security
management system with a distinct health stafltus wn:‘h rhese:gtu :?eg
| | | es for whiC
cific disease Of specific dnsegs
:Silenllance, control and bno-secunty' measures haved st;zzg
applied for the purpose of international trade or Gl

prevention and control.

‘compartmen
one or more esia

~ Anima| Health Act 2023

i A——

i ——

nc.ompﬂunt aUthOfitY" Means the Vet
€ring

-esponsible for ensuring o supery; 'Y Se

. i i

territory of The Gambia of animal hgglthe |mpleme$§: Which i
intematlonal vetermary CemﬁCatlona ang Welfare tion the

standards and recommendationg aNd  othe, n’L‘easUres_

.condemn” means to be Judged an

gervices, or otherwise determined d declareg Dy th

' 2 e
after inspection, as being Unsafeb{,rthe Vetering Veteringry

consumption and requiring appropriate dis::sunable f
sal

"confiscatq" means taking into cyg
part, an a;nmal ;eroduct Or an anima
Services for safe-keeping untj| ap Vet

made for either being returneq to tneaop\,‘:;zfr"éate dete SMnary

having been the subject of Violation S proper dig
posing risk to general human welfare o fules an s

tody of ap
an
| bY'Droduct b 0 aNimay

‘containment zone" means an infectaq
previously free region or zone. which
confirmed cases that are epidemiolq
movement control, biosecurity and san,
to prevent the spread of, and to e
infestation,

condition:

‘disinfection” means the application, after thorough cleansing, of

troy the infectious or Parasitic agents-

(a) of animal diseases Including Zoonoses. and

(b) in premises, vehicles and diff '
.. St erent objects which
been directly or indirectly contaminateld; ICh may have

d::;lcyti detectiqn System’ means a system for the timely
On and identification of an incursion or emergence of

diseases or infecti |
e
of it ctions in the country, or a zone or a compartment

“e : "
im’:)‘:;tgiﬂg disease” means a new infection, causing a significant
On anmimal or public health, resulting from -

() the evolution or change of an existing pathogenic agent,

(b) @ known infection spreading to a new geographic area. or
POpulation, or
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{C) @ previously wwecognsed pathogenic agem or disease
diagnosed for the firs? me

‘eradication” means tha elmination of a pathogenic agent o
disease from the entive termtary of The Gambia. or from a districy
or 3 viiage of The Gambia

‘establishment” means a facély or entity engaged in the
manufacture. producton. preparation. handling, importation.
exporiabon sae storage offer for saie distnbution, transfer, use
for arvmals. arsmal products and by-products. veterinary drugs
and bwologecal products. feeds, feed ingredients and devices.

‘facilities” nciude animal or vetennary laboratones, clinics and
nospta’s

farm means anv area place or premises where animals are
temporaniy or permanently kept for reanng

feed means any substance of product including additives,
whether processed. partally processed or unprocessed, which is
ntended to be usad for oral feeding to animals,

‘feed ingredient” means a component part or constituent of any

combmation or madure making up a feed. whether or not it has a
nutniona’ value n the animals diet, inciuding feed additives,

ngredents of piant ongn (including aguatic plants), terrestnal
ongin, aguatic animal ongin of inorganic substances,

‘food” means any substance whether processeq. semi-
processed or raw, which is intended for human consumption,

‘food hygiene means all condiions and measures necessary to
ensurehgatety and sutability of food at all stages of the food

cnam

one mea ific
‘free " ns a zone in which, the absence of a speci

mectxz)n aor infestation n an animal population has been
demonstrated fr; accordance with the relevant requirements of

international standards,
“fodder’ means hay or other substance commonly used as feed,

‘functions” include powers and duties,

: ‘Head of the Veterinary Services®

..... P s Amma! Heapn Act 2023

~genetic materials’ inc,
DNA or RNA in an animays c::: hErgd,tary —

| ' S, lisgy al |
determines the anima|'s comp Osition S, Organs N gr gn;: form ¢
‘Government” means the GOVemmem . that
he G
aMbia:

“hatching €ggs means fertiliseq
incubation and hatching

*hazard” Means a biologicy a
hy’ical agent' In, or a Condition gfenat 4 Cche ical 3
with the potential to cause g, adVerée?, animal o o gent o .

charge of the Veterinary Seryices Means the Veterinarig
‘health-related matters” ing),qe _

(a) animal, vector-borne
treatment, prevention
animals through -

and Z0Oonotic
dis |

(i) monitoring and notificati
_ 0N of not;
and Te-emerging anima diseasg:,m?g'e' €Merging
eradicate the occurrence of risks th Control ang
harm to animal ang human health, o 3 may cause

(b) food safety, direct|

Y or indirect|
animal origin Y connected to foog of

(c) income generation connected to act
animals, and actions that refate to

(d) compensation for the slaughter of animal
. s f
of controlling animal diseases: 7 T pupoes

‘herd” means a number of animals of one k

nd kept ther
uqder human control or a congregation of greganott?gewild
animals, which is usually regarded as an epidemiological unit
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‘importing country’ means The Gambia as the final destination
to which commodities are sent.

‘international standards” means the standards, norms and
recommendations adopted by the appropriaté internationally
recogrnised standard-seting body in the area of animal health,
such as the QIE. and Includes standards contained in the
Temestnal Code. the Aquatic Code, the Terrestrnial Manual, the
Aguatic Manual and any other document officially issued by a

‘international trade” includes the importation, exportation and
transit of commodities

‘international veterinary certificate’ means a certificate, which
s issued in conformity with international standards, and describes
the animal health or public health requirement which is fulfilled by

an exported commodity

listed disease’ means a disease infection or infestation which 1s
istad in ntermational standards,

Jitter” means straw or othef substance commonly used for
bedding or otherwise for animals

‘livestock means domesticated animals raised in an agricultural
setting to produce labour services and commodities such as

meat. eggs, milk, fur, leather and wool,

‘meat” means all edible parns of an animal,

" bjected to a
‘meat products means meat that have been su '
treatme‘:rt that irreversibly modifies their organoleptic and

physmchemncal characteristics,

‘Minister” means the Minister responsible for the Veterinary
Sensices and “Ministry’ shall be construed accordingly.

ntermittent performance and analysis of

‘monitoring” means the | ’ | | .
routine mea?surements and observations, with the aim of .detectmg

“notifiable disease means a disease which —

(a) is listed by the Veterinary Services. and

| he Veterinary Services,
b} is to be brought to the attention of t
= in accordance with the prescribed procedures, as soon as

it is detected or suspected,

e B Amma»l Heaitp, Act 202

.noﬂﬂcation” means the Procedy,
e

Jarvices - ST, oF the Veteri oY which th

ropraté regional body con Y Se & Vet
:ﬁgurrence of an outhregk or tC""ental Viceg ennary

rovisions on notification o e:Se O Infe
se

3 d
al Standargs d epiden, g to

he P
:nformat'on indicated in interpay;q,

trol pro :
"ofﬂC'a' con gramme me
d, and managed or ans g p
approve Supervig OGram
for the purpose of controlling 4 veeﬂ,b e
gpecific measures applied throughoyt Pathogen , Y Serviges

Jone Of @ compartment of The Gamg;‘ The Gamb.ar g;sease by

terinari Within 4
. al veterinarian’ m
e e o T
ICia|

(a) animal health, lasks

(b) public health,

(c) inspections of commodities of animal origjp and

(d) when appropriate, certification |, conf ‘

provisions on veterinary certification and t:rrn,ty With  the

accordance with international standargs 'S Procedureg in

‘official veterinary control” includes the operat
Veterinary Services, knowing the Iocationpg;a;lgn * DY which the
taking appropriate actions to identify the . Mals angd after

- | nNer or r
keeper, 1S able to apply appropriate anima| esponsible
required, health Measures ag

0lE" means the World Organization for A
an intergovernmental organisation, imal Health, which S

‘order’” means a lawful instruction b
which is served on an authorised o
requires strict compliance,

y the Veterinary Services
ficer or other person and

‘outbreak” means the occurrence of cases of a disease i an

epidemiological unit, at a level significantly high
normally expected, y igner than what is

“‘person’ includes an individual and a body corporate or
unincorporated,

‘premises’ means a place where an animal is ordinarily kept

either permanently or temporarily for any purpose and includes

farms, stables, stockyards, livestock depots, exhibition and show
barns, markets and aviaries,

10
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o‘f) am:nr:l production” means the production. rearing or growin

i $ and pnmary products including harvesting, milkin .
animal production prior to slaughter, s

sg?rtt:;u?nne zone  means a zone where specific biosecurity ang

il S asures are implemented to prevent the entry of g

. agent into a free region or zone from a neighbourin
ry or zone of a different animal health status "

O?L::(rjantme means keeping an amimal Iin isolation with no direct
4 rect contact with other animals, to ensure that a specified
gn nog'en IS not transmitted outside the establishment while the
mal 1s undergoing observation for a specified length of time
and. if appropriate. testing and treatment;

‘quarantine station” means an establishment where animals are
quarantined. which is under the control of the Veterinary Services,

‘registration” means the action by which information on animals,
such as dentfication. animal health, movement, certification,

epidemiology and establishments i1s collected, recorded, securely
stored and made appropriately accessible and able to be utilised

by the Vetennary Services;

‘risk’” means the likelihood of the occurrence and the likely
magnitude of the biological and economic consequences of an
adverse event or effect to animal or human health,

‘r_isk analysis” means the process composed of hazard
dentification risk assessment, risk management, and risk

communication,

‘risk assessment” means the evaluation of the likelihood and the

piological and economic consequences of entry, establishment
and spread of a hazard within The Gambia as an importing

country.

means the process, distinct from risk
policy alternatives In consultation with
sessment and other

selecting appropriate

‘risk management

assessment, of weighing
interested parties, considering risk as

legitimate factors, and if need be,
prevention and control options,

‘sanitary measure means a measure which is intended to
health or life within The Gambia from

protect animal or human
risks arising from the entry, establishment or spread of a hazard,

“slaughter” means any procedure which causes the death of an
animal by bleeding

11

4 dissemination of information to those

ST Anim
7 o ‘ ; - A a'\He_a|t||
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..smughterhouse" O “aba |

smughtef of animals to progd Ir Mean,
the Veterinary Services o :t ANimg|
py the 1aws of The Gamp;, ner comp :

(a) the kilhng of vaccin
affected in a herq g:e: un
herd, and € sy

(b) where  appropriate the
unvaccinated animajg i, : Killing

exposed to Infection bv di her her
g indire Y direct
- tbrg Mg missuCt Contact of a :n'ma' 10 an
B On of the causga| yap 0 lkel
i * h di pathogen' e Causeq v
g5 (c) the n.sposal of Carcasseg
rendering, burning or by - @Nimal

will eliminate the spreaq of C:r by Y-Prog,
or products of the animae kt;:eeciq'on

. ang

(d) the cleansing and gje
' Infect
according t eclion
g to procedures defingq i, "?:ermfeqed ok
‘gurveillance’ means the systerai. al sta

analysis of information relateq ¢, ani Callection

mal heaﬂh | aCollatlon, and

gction can be taken. Who Need tg "d the “mely

“ illance s "

‘'surve ystem" means ; Methog

involves One or more component actyitia of SUNVeillancg fqy
S d

data and information on the health disease 'grteznded 10 generate
0

animal populations; ON0SIS statyg of

‘traceability’ means the abi|t

. | y to follo
producing animal or a substance lntendgj?ofo"d a feed, a fooq.
incorporated Into a food or a feeq be or expecteg {0 be
production, processing and distribution "o

‘vaccination” means the admi
: ministration of
accordance with the manufacturer’s instruct;nsvaccme )
.Terrest‘rlal. Manua!, when relevant, with the intention ofalgg o
ucing

pathogenic elements,

‘vehicle” or “vessel” includes a cart
: Sl . a truck, a tran -
and a ship, which is used for carrying anmals. . an aircraft

12
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e

-veterinarian’ means a person whao S registered by the @ amb,
'1DIg

veterinary Counci
science in The Gambia

the activities that are gjr

- in ns all
veterinary domain mea ectly o

) Is, their products and
Jirectly related to anima by-pr
i rotect maintain and improve the heg I?:uac%

suwch help O P
N ncluding by means of the protection of anima

welfare of humans, |
health and animal welfare. and food safety,

-veterinary drug” means any substance applied or adMinistereq
o an animal, for therapeulic prophylactic or diagnostic PUrpose
or for modificatron of phystologlcal functions or behavior S

para-professional" means a person why
the Gambia Vetennary Council to carry out ce rtai

registered by
eg oed to him or her under the responsibility ang

tasks delegat
directon of a vetennanan,

s means the technical arm of the Ministry

for implementing animal health ang animal
tional standards in The Gambia

“Veterinary Serv’ice
which S responsible
welfare measures and interna

on” means a clearly dgﬂned part of the Gamhan
ing an animal population or sub-population with 3

respect to a specific disease for which
control and blo-security measures have
of international trade, and

“zone” or ‘regi
territory contam
distinct health status with
the required surveillance,
been applied for the purpose

ans any disease or infection which is naturally
om an animal to a human being and may be
eing to an animal.

“‘yoONoOsSis me

transmissibie fr
transmissible from a human b

3. Application

o all persons who directly or indirectly deal with

arﬁmal health and animal welfare related matters.

PART Il - ADMINISTRATION OF THE ACT AND ANCILLARY

MATTERS

4 Administration of the Act

(1) The Minister shall be responsible for the administration of this

Act

(2) The Veterinary Services shall administer the Act on be
the Minister.

half of

13
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5. Powers of the Veterinary Seryices

The Veterinary Services may —

of The Gambia

(b) place under official veterina
, ry control and
holding, detention or segregation in g ,mdnc;iglfetg

containment zone, within a period of twenty-one d

a longer period of not more than thirty da ays or for
necessary, for observation and examination a:s when
with a diseased condition or animals for s!aught)ératr)"erlr:g

brought by a person o . 4
or control, " being in that PErson s possession

(c) ple:ge under official veterinary control and immediate
:10 dmg, anly animal by-products, feeds feed ingredients
eed supplements, feed additives veterinary drugs

biological products and other objects or substances found

or suspected to be inf - ,
Saiaman ected or carriers of any notifiable

suspected of is deemed expo |
contact with - XPosed to. or has come in

| a

(i) feeds, feed ingredients feed supplements, feed

additives, veterinary drugs or b
. iological pr
suspected to be carriers of duseases.Og e

(i) any undocumented items or s
_ ubstances sus
to be carriers of diseases. or —

(Iv)any items or substances from unknown sources
suspected to be carriers of diseases:

(e) seize any animal which -

(1) Is showing signs of a listed or notifiable disease.

(i) is reasonably suspected to be infected with a
notifiable disease,
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() IS a carrier of a notifiable diseases, or

(V)poses imminent danger, threat or Njury to
overall animal health Population in 3 declahe
Cisease-free zone. area 0 | o

border post of The Gambia ke
{f) establish procedures to condemn and appropriate|
dispose of diseased animals or animals g 4

infected with diseases and considered to b
the animal population or the public health

(9) obtain information, records and re

owner. establishment operator or private Individual who
poSsesses or maintains a system to allow the tracing
recall or withdrawal of diseased animals or affected ammai
products from the food chain.

ports from any anima|

(h) establish an advisory committee for animal diseases ang

emergency and such other committees as may be deemed
necessary to assist the Veterinary Services N the
impiementation of its programmes:

() recommend to the Personnel Management Office

appropnately qualified technical and professional persons
for employment as officers of the Veterinary Services for
the effective implementation of this Act.

(J) gesignate persons as authorised officers for the purpose of
this Act,

(k) constitute a taskforce or committee, which comprises
~ technical officers from the Veterinary Services, officers
from other relevant governmental bodies and
representatives of stakeholders from the private sector, for
the purpose of the control of the occurrence of disease:

and

| ke action pertaining to the
() assign technical officers to ta ‘
rmpgmentatnon or verification of compliance with the

veterinary legisiation.
6. Residual powers of the Veterinary Services

| | | ther powers as may
ary Services shall exercise such o
Igec\c:ﬁ:?rgdwon it by this Act or any other enactment of the

National Assembly.

15

(a) the national and sub-national levels, and
(b) different technical or administrative levels

(3) The Head of the Veterinary Services

| shall require the officer to
whom the function is delegated to -

(a) provide written reports on his or her performance of the

delegate function at such frequencies as the Head of the
Veterinary Services may decide  and

(b) consult with the Head of the Veterin

, ary Services before
acting on certain decisions

all matters related to animal health and animal welfare -

(a) where the health status of the an|

i mal population or the
human population is in actual or im

minent danger. and

and food safety indicate such danger

9. Designation of authorised officers

The Veterinary Services may designate in writing a person as an
authorised officer to implement this Act

10. Functions of authorised officers

An authorised officer may, subject to the instruction or directive of
the Veterinary Services, -

(a) seize, destroy, bury or dispose of in the prescribed
manner any animal, carcass, animal product feed
veterinary or biological products and animal waste
materials suspected of affected or which has been in

contact with a contagious disease, an infectious disease or
a notifiable disease:

16
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—

(b)enter a farm, an abattoir, a facility or premises (g

nvestigate, inspect, conduct tests, prevent and control a
disease from spreading,

\C) reguiate or prohibit the movement of animals within the
infected area

(d) declare a buffer zone.

(&) order a person not to move any animal, animal products,
feeds, animal waste maternals without his or her
authonsation,

(f) issue a notice or an order and prescribe the means to
control the spread of the disease,

(g) require an animal to be vaccinated, dipped or sprayed or
carry out other preventive measures against the disease
including disinfection,

(h) undertake regular collection of relevant samples, such as
animal carcass, fluids, blood, litter and specimens for
laboratory examination to determine the cause of the
disease and immune status of the animals;,

(i) cause an animal to be slaughtered or destrqyed and
perform ante-mortem and post-mortem examinations on a

diseased animal,

() apply quarantine measures to an area, a facility or
premises when there is reasonable belief in an outbrggk of
an infectious disease, a contagious disease or a notifiable

disease,

(k) require an owner, a manager or other person rearing an
animal, in possession of a diseased animal or an animal

suspected of harboring a disease to produce the animal for
testing to detect the occurrence of any particular disease,

- - ....--m@.'."'f’l'ﬂea"h Act, 2023
(n) isolate, or require 3 ers Dt
ammals within the |nfgcte§ nar\:ho Oowns or
t;wnm?ylsf (;‘ron;n1 Other animals or 9 'Solate
en ur nours from one dNimals
place within the areg or t Place of the areg i

disease, a contagioys g
cause other than disease: ang
(p) perform such other fyn

Ctions as
may deem appropriate by

eterinary Services

for the control of diseases

PART Il - QUARANTINE MEASURES

11. Declaration of quarantine

(2) A quarantine Order shall -

(8) decl.are that a particular area, 5 Particular premises or
particular zone is under quarantine .

(b) prescribe the conditions for declaring a quarantine

(c) provide for the proper sealing of an area, a premises or
zone under quarantine: "

(d) provide for the restriction of m

products, biological products
quarantine, and

ovément of animals, animal
and conveyances under

(e) specify the bearer of expenses relating to the maintenance

of animals while under quarantine and the disposal of any
animal that may die during quarantine

exhibition, race and other forms of recreation, or

s 'f (1) A person who owns or has In his or her possession custody
competition, which he or she T | control or charge, an animal infected with a notifiable disease
infected with a disease, shall —

(m)prohibit the sale. or supervise the disposal of diseased

(a) cause treatment to be applied to the infected animal by @
animals or carcasses,

veterinarian or veterinary para-professional

(b) separate the infected animal from uninfected animals

.7 18
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\C) separate any animal product suspected to be infected from
uninfected animal products and

\d) separate any contaminated materials from uncontaminated
maternials

(2) A person who contravenes

and is kable on Convi
dalasis

sub-section (1) commits an offence
ction to a fine of not more than five thousand

13. Sealing of infected premises

(1) Where the Veterinary Services has declared that a particular
drea, premises or zone is under quarantine, a person shall not

remove any - A

5.
28
(3) animals: (=

(D) animal parts:

(\C) animal by-products.

(d) feeds;

(&) feed ingredients.

(f} feed supplements:

(g) feed additives;

(n) veterinary drugs;

(1) biological products: and

(J) other materials or substances found or suspected to be
infected or be carriers of any listed or notifiable disease,

found in that area, premises or zone unless an authorised officer
has issued him or her with a signed permit for such removal and

the area, premises or zone has been declared free from Infection
or disease.

(2) A person who contravenes sub-section (1) commits an offence

and is liable on conviction to a fine of thirty thousand dalasis or
imprisonment for six months or both.

19

e ettt Ay 2000 S
14. Lifting of quaranine B o S SRR
The Veterinary Senyice

S May, in
order publishe “ONsultatig
area gremlsesdo'p zt(?:e rote, li the qual;vil'?etgi pyicons o
thet had been declareaoro ab PECIfic districy village o,acg;r;ﬁ::? r
ground to believe > Infecteq i

~ - @nd the period during wh
'émain closed to all ypgay N
animal traffic thorised human vehicul

16. Declaration of disease-free area or zone

17. Disinfection measures

Where an infectious disease 3 con
notifiable disease has occurred, t
premises, including buildings a
vehicles in the manner prescribed

tagious disease or a listed or
he Government shall disinfect

nd facilities, equipment and
In the Regulations.

18. Stamping-out

(1) The Veterinary Services may order the stamping-out of

animals affected, suspected, exposed or susceptible to infection
In a herd to eliminate further spread of infection

(2) The Veterinary Services shall issue standard operating
procedures on the stamping-out of animals.

20



e D N N S S SN

Animal Heaith Act, 2023

(c) separate any animal praduct suspected to be infected from
uninfected animal products. and

\d) separate any contanmunated matenals from uncontaminated
matarnas

(2] A person who contravenes sub-section (1) commits an offence
and s kable on conviction to a fine of not more than five thousand
J33ss

13. Sealing of infected premises

(1) Where the Vetennary Services has declared that a particular

area premises or zone is under quarantine, a person shall not
remove any —

{3) annmais.

(D) anamal parts.

() other matenals or substances found or suspected to be
infected or be carriers of any listed or notifiable disease,

found n that area premises or zone unless an authorised officer
nas issued him or her with a signed permit for such removal and

the area premisas or zone has been declared free from infection
or drsease

(Z) A person who contravenes sub-section (1) commits an offence
and s hiable on conviction to a fine of thirty thousand dalasis or
impnsonment for six months or both

L
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The Veterinary Seryice

~ | S may |
order publishe N Congy|
area. gremisesdo'Pz?:eGazene ift th tat';';m'th th Mmister, b
that had been declaredot:)ab? ecf'f'C district vgl::; " 3 particy|g

n | m

ground to believe that S safe g edd - WNen it hag reasmum
or eradicated N0 Infection hag been i

The Veterinary Seryices Mmay
Order published in the g,
protection zone ang specify —

In consultatlon with
ette declare a pa

(a) its imits: and

animal traffic

16. Declaration of disease-free area or zone

| shall issue standard operat;
procedures on dgclanng a specific area or zone and utspeb:rtclj?r
post free of a particular disease

17. Disinfection measures

Where an infectious disease a contagious disease or a listed or
notifiable disease has occurred the Government shall disinfect

premises, including buildings and facilities equipment and
vehicles in the manner prescribed in the Regulations

18. Stamping-out

(1) The Veterinary Services may order the stamping-out of

animals affected, suspected, exposed or susceptible to infection
In a herd to eliminate further spread of infection

(2) The Veterinary Services shall issue standard operating
procedures on the stamping-out of animals.
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19. Seizure, des .
. Im n ’
The Veterinary Services may order the seizure, destruction or Hediately '€port to it t?wt'fyo uy etenp
| ce
disposal of- (@) a listed diseqg, N eNce of . SENVices o ang
-an

(a) any animal, carcass. animal products, fodder. nnfectgd
materials. semen or embryo suspected to be infected with
a listed or notifiable disease. and

nfiscated, unregistered, or counterfeit

b) any banned, €O |
| Y nd vetennary biological products

(b)a non-listeq dis
considers a nayi- 0o

e ontrol of Notifiable g,

The VE(efinary Ser\n

_' Whlch
"l priorty € Veteringp, Se
Viceg

dSeg

veterinary drugs a
disease through C€s shall
20. Standard operating procedures at seaports, airports, etc. gh ensure Contrg, a
_ notifig
The Veterinary Services shall ISSue standard operating (@) :gssei:”y detection, Syste b'e
procedures on quarantine al each seaport, airport and official char © Surveillance whm, by way of |,
border post in The Gambia Actenistics - N sha 'nCludeOtth cve ang
follown

PART IV - DISEASE CONTROL

21. Lists of diseases
(1) The Veterinary Services shall publish in the Gazette -

(a) a hist of diseases, infections or infestations which are listed
n international standards (listed diseases). and

(b) a list of diseases. infections oOf standards which may not be
isted in international standards, but which the Veterinary

Services consider national priorities (non-listed diseases)

(2) A list shall be deemed to have come into operation on the 1*
day of January in the year of its publication in the Gazette.

(3) The Veterinary Services may bring the list of diseases,
nfections or infestations which are isted In International

standards (listed diseases) up to date in line with such
amendments as may be made by the relevant issuing body from
fime to time.

(4) The Vetennary Services may amend the list of diseases,
nfections or standards which may not be listed in international
standards. but which the Veterinary Services consider national

priorties (non-listed diseases) —

(a) by deleting a particular disease from the list when the
Veterinary Services determines that the disease is no

longer a threat to The Gambia, or

(c) taking appropriate
| | measures to control the
|dnicludmg treatment, vaccination proper destruct?c;?aasn%

sposal of carcasses, animal products, feeds animal

;v;:taes em;.ttc;r'lals and any other items associated 'with the

. ' . ithin an in

(b) by inserting other notifiable diseases, when the Veterinary e
Services considers it necessary.

21
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23. Disease reporting requirements

(1) An amnimal owner or producer, a livestock manager or
operator, a vetennary consultant, officer or para-professional. and
any other person involved in handling animals shall Immediately
and by the quickest means possible report to the local vetennary

authonty —
(@} the appearance of any notifiable disease, even prior to its

actual ewistence and confirmation through laboratory
examinatons, and

(D) the occurrence of any disease outbreak or infection

(2) After receiving the repont, the local veterinary authority shall
repor to the Vetennary Services

(3) A person who contravenes sub-section (1) commits an offence
and is hable on conwviction to a fine of not more than twenty-five

thousand dalasis and. in default, imprisonment for a term of not
more than six months

24. Power to kill and conduct post-mortem examination

The Vetennary Services may, where there is reasonable ground
o believe or suspect that an animal has died of a contagious
disease an infectious disease or a notifiable disease, -

(a) move other animals from the premises,

(b) )immediately kill or cause to be killed one of such animals:
and

(c) conduct a post-mortem examination of the body of the
animal killed to determine the cause of the believed or

suspected disease

25. Disposal of diseased animals, etc.

(1) A person shall not destroy or dispose of a diseased animal, its
carcass or an infected matenal, without the supervision of a duly

authonsed officer

(2) A person who contravenes sub-section (1) commits an offence
and s liable on conviction to a fine of five thousand dalasis or

mprisonment for six months or both.
26. Compulsory vaccination of animals

(1) A person shall, when the Veterinary Services requires it, allow
the Veterinary Services to vaccinate his or her animal as a
preventive procedure, a control procedure or an eradication

procedure against diseases and infections

73

27. Animal identification system, etc

The Veterinary Services shaf —

- (a) develop and implement an animal identification system

I (b) register establishments ang facilities ang
. ; (C) after consultation with livestock stakeholders, prepar
: Implement a farm classification system LB

to ensure animal traceability

P 28. Notification of international Organisations on occurrence

of a listed disease

‘ .'-@‘:35;:}:;:-::‘ The Veterinary Services shall -

(a) Immediately inform the appropriate global, continental and

“ regional  organisations through  their  respective
\ u procedures, on thg occurrence of a listed disease and
E report the appropriate measures taken to prevent the

,a» spread of the notifiable disease until resolution of the
g situation, and
: w>' (b) where necessary, issue standard operating procedures on
B reporting .to the appropriate global, continental and regional

‘ organisations

29. Animal disease diagnosis and health surveillance.

(1) The Veterinary Services shall develop guidelines based on
surveillance data, including guidelines on -

(a) field observations.

(b) disease reporting;

(c) control measures.

(d) and contingency plan,

(&) slaughterhouse inspection,

(f) testing,
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(g) laboratory investigation records.
(h) farm production records, and

() wildiife data.
(2) The Veterinary Services shali use the guidelines to generate

information for early detection and diagnosis of suspected animal
diseases of confumed animal diseases

30. Risk management

(1) The Vetennary Services shall when underiaking rnisk
ﬁmanagement carry out hazard identification, risk assessment,

and nsk communication

(2) The Vetennary Services shall issue standard operating
procedures on carrying out nsk management in accordance with

ntematonal standanrds

31. Animal welfare

The Minster shall in consuftation with the Veterinary Services,
make Regulations pertaining to -

(a) the establshment and operation of facilities that provide
proper care feeding. breeding, treatment, transport,
nousing. handkng and slaughtering of and research on,
anumals and

(b) the weifare of animals under human control, including
clearly defined and delimited freedoms —

(t) from hunger, mainutrition and thirst,
(i) from fear and distress,

(w) from physical and thermal discomfort,
{7/} from pain. injury and disease, and

(v) to express normal patterns of behavior

32. Contingency plan for trans-boundary animal diseases,
etc.

The Veterinary Services shail prepare a contingency plan for the
control or eradication of the major trans-boundary animal
diseases. emerging diseases and re-emerging diseases, which
shall include -

(a) an early waming component:

25

(1) The Veterinary Seryice
the assistance of the GS v

Environment Agency and

. | othe G
Implementation of its programmesr Pl secty entity in the

(2) The Programmes for whi
include — Ich assistance may be requested

(@) animal disease prevention
(b) animal disease control.

(C) animal disease eradication.
(d) disposal of diseased animals,

(e) carrying out sanitary measures including -
(1) the imposition of quarantine,
(i) inspection.
(i) slaughter, and
(Iv) organising roadblocks

35. Control of movement of animals and animal by-products

(1) A person shall not import, or move within the terntory of The
Gambia, an animal or an animal by-product without a permit
Issued by the Veterinary Services and in compliance with the
conditions imposed on the permit

(2) A person who contravenes sub-section (1) commits an offence
and is liable on conviction to a fine of twenty-five thousand dalasis
or imprisonment for six months or both and seizure. destruction or
disposal of the animal or animal by-prodict
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section (1) commits an offence
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37. Duties of animal transporters and shippers

A person shall not transport of ship animals or animal by-products
ﬁonmﬂmhasShemsmhas-

notified etennary Services of the date and time of the
g vessel :{ve v:mde transporting the animals of animal by-

isinfected the vehicle or vessel to

t.;ce used to trznsport or ship the animals of animal by-
products in accoraance with international standards;

veterinary health certificate from the
(c)(;a;‘m - *| gm?e'expomﬂg country, declaring -

(i) the country of ongin of the animals or animal by-
progucts,

(ii) the age. sex, breed and identification tag of each
amimal where applicable,

(i the name and address of the exporter and the
location of the exporter's premises,

(v} that the amimals or animal by-products are and have
been free from disease. or

(v) that the animals or amimal by-products come from
an area a zone or a compartment where animal
disease is under conirol, and

(vijthat the amimals have undergone immunisation
agamnst specific diseases;
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() borne the expenses ineurr

| ed in apply;
the medication for the acco o bllineiog

unt of the importer or owner.

() complied fully with the provisions of this Act

38. Reference laboratory

(1) The Veterinary Services may establish a reference laboratory
to carry out the analysis of official samples of the Veterinary
Services and analyses required under the veterinary legislation

(2) The Veterinary Services may use such other reference
laboratories as may be available within or outside of it

(3) The Veterinary Services shall prepare guidelines on the

accreditation of reference laboratories in Thg Gambia and the
recognition of reference laboratories outside of it

T
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PART V - FOOD SAFETY
39. Application of principles of food law

The Veterinary Services shall apply the principles of food law in
the Food Safety and Quality Act when it -

(a) prepares or implements Reguiations on food hygiene
~ pertaining to animals: and

tion, manufacture,
bl monitors or evaluates the produc
| transport and distnbution of feed given to food-producing

animals. mcluding pnmary production of animals through to
final consumphon

Past V1 of the Food Satety and Qualty Act 2011)

(2) The import "€Quirements INClude

(a) a certificate of cle
. | arance (s
obtained prior tq MPortats rS'_U:gde the Vetennary Services

40. Regulatory food safety assurance programmes

tennary Serwices shall in consultation with the Food
TS;?et;feand Quality Authonty, prepare and implement sgch food
safety assurance programmes as may be prescribed by

Reguiations.

41. Collaboration with Food Safety and Quality Authority, etc. (3) The Veterinary Services shall collect fees that

commensurate to the services that the
Quarantine station for Imported animals

IS
y are rendering at the

- Veternary Senaces shall collaborate with the Food Safety
Inhg Qualty Authority. public health officers and any other relevant

mstitution to -
(3} effectively control hygiene,

(b) avoid adverse human health and economic consequences
of food-bome iliness and food-borne injury; and

44, Restriction on imports

request the Government to place a temporary ban on imports of
animals and products of animal origin following a risk assessment
or risk analysis

(2) Where a shipment of animals is in transt in The Gambia from
a country that has an outbreak of a notifiable or listed disease, the
Veterinary Services shall apply a strict bio-security plan with its
Inherent measures to that shipment

(c) ensure that food of animal origin is safe for human

consumption
PART VI - IMPORT CONTROLS AND ANCILLARY MATTERS

42. Border post requirements

(1) A person shall not impori ammals, animal by-products, meat
and meat products feeds and feed ingredients, veterinary drugs
and biological products or such other items unless he or she —

45. Disease investigations

The Veterinary Services shall conduct investigations, including
examination and diagnostic testing, to determine the occurrence

of any specified disease

(a) presents them for such close inspection, examination
procedures and quarantine measure as the Veterinary
Services may deem necessary; and
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46. Contaminated shipment

if the Vetennary Services finds or reasonably suspects a
shipment of amnimals. animal products. animal by-products
velannary drugs. biological products. genetic matenals or feeds to
De —

(@) nfected or contaminated with a notifiable disease a
contagious disease or an infectious disease or

(D) a potential vector carrer of a disease,

t shall immediately condemn and authorise the seizure and
appropnate aisposal of that shipment to prevent the spread of
such disease in The Gambia

47. Undocumented shipment

(1) A person shall not unload a shipment of animals, animal
products. ammal by-products, veterinary drugs, biological
products or feeds, unless he or she has obtained proper health

related documents for that shipment

(Z) A person who contravenes sub-section (1 ) commits an offence
and i1s hable on conviction to a fine of not less than seventy-five
percent of the value of the consignment and imprisonment for not
'ess than six months and denial of entry, seizure. confiscation and

destruction of the shipment that is unloaded

48. Trans-shipment

(1) A person who Is trans-shipping in containers. animals, animal
products. ammal by-products, veterinary drugs, biological
products. genetic materials or feeds from one vehicle or vessel to
another vehicle or vessel while in transit in The Gambia shall
ensure that the seals of all containers remain intact and unbroken

until the containers reach their final destination

(2) Notwithstanding sub-section (1), the Veterinary Services shall
apply a strict bio-security plan with its inherent measures to every
trans-shipment of animals, animal products. animal by-products.
veterinary drugs, biological products, genetic materials or feeds.
whether they are being transhipped in containers or otherwise

49. Duties of law enforcement officers

(1) All law enforcement officers, such as police officers and
customs officials shall enforce all lawful orders given or made by
the Veterinary Services pursuant to this Act

Animal Hgalth Act, 2023

(@) stop and detain any person
offence under this Act wnan o found committing an

(b) search any vehicle or vesse| on which an offence has been
committed, is being committed or is about to be committed

PART VIl - INTERNATIONAL TRADE

50. International certification

(1) The Vetgrinary Services shall. in compliance with international
standards, issue international veterinary certificates. iIncluding
International health certificates and permits

(2) A veterinarian who is not an officer of the Veterinary Services
may apply in writing to the Head of the Veterinary Services for
authorisation to issue international health certificates

(3) The Veterinary Services may authorise in wnting a
veterinanan who is not an officer of the Veterinary Services to
Issue an international health certificate after conducting a clinical
examination of an animal

51. Equivalence of sanitary measures

(1) The Veterinary Services shall enter into consultations with
other relevant stakeholders to formulate and implement sanitary
measures to protect human heaith and animal heaith from any
damage or loss caused by the entry, establishment or spread of a
disease, in accordance with international standards

(2) Notwithstanding sub-section (1), where the Veterinary
Services considers that a sanitary measure proposed by an
exporting country achieves the same level of protection as The
Gambia's sanitary measure. it may approve its implementation

52. Notification of changes to sanitary measures

The Veterinary Services shall notify the appropriate international
organisation dealing with sanitary measures of any change to a
sanitary measure of The Gambia's animal health, animal welfare
and food safety Regulations that may affect trade to protect the

Interests of consumers and trading partners
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53. Traceability

The Veterinary Services shall establish identnfucauon and
traceability schemes on live animals and products of ammal ongin
through the application of principles stipulated in Iinternational
standards at the farm level and at the food processing and
distribution levels to ensure public health and public safety

54. Animal markets and other gatherings

The Minister may. in consultation with the Veternnary Services,

make Regulations to prevent disease transmission in livestock
markets and such other gatherings, including -

(a) procedures for cleaning and disinfection, and
(b} animal weifare measures.

55. Zoning and compartmentalisation
The Vetermary Services —

(a) may apply to the appropriate international organisation for
recognition of disease free- zones in The Gambia,

(b) shall implement appropriate measures to maintain The
Gambia's disease-free zones based on clearly defined
physical or geographical boundaries; and

(c) shall apply surveillance, control and bio-security measures
to compartments in accordance with international
standards for the appropriate animal disease.

56. Collaborative review of policies and Regulations

The Veterinary Services shall collaborate with the Food Safety

and Quality Authority, the Medicines Control Agency and other
relevant stakeholders to review from time to time, policies and

Regulations on animal health, animal welfare, food safety

pertaining to ammals, feeds, veterinary products, genetic
materials and biological products.

PART VIl - REAGENTS, FEEDS, GENETIC MATERIALS,
VETERINARY DRUGS AND BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTS

57. Regulations under this Part
(1) The Minister may, in consultation with the Veterinary Services,

make Regulations which prescribe general measures pertaining
to veterinary medicines and biologicals, including -

(a) a definition of veterinary medicines and biologicals and any
specific exclusions;

B "Mal Health Aqt, 2023

(2) Notwithstanding sup
consu!tation with the Vete

(a) raw materials for '
, Use IIn vy
biologicals: €lerinary medicines ang

(b) authorisation of VEterinary medicines and biologicals

() quality of veterinary medicines and biologicals

(d) establishments that produce,

- . store an
veterinary medicines and biologicals; and el g

(e) retailing, use and traceability of .
biologicals. 'y of veterinary medicines and

58. Importation of reagents,

feeds, genetic mater
veterinary drugs and biological products ' T

(1) A person shall not import any rea
_ gent, feed, genetic maternial.
veterinary drug or biological product unless he or she possesses

an import permit i1ssued by the Veterinary Services for that feed
veterinary drug or biological product '

(2) Where a disease occurs in a foreign country while feeds.
vetenngry drugs and biological products being shipped are in-
transit in that country, the Veterinary Services shall apply a strict

bio-sepurity plan with its inherent measures to that shipment
when it arrives in The Gambia

§9. Pl:ohibition on the use of reagents, vaccines, genetic
materials, veterinary drugs and biological products

Whefe the Veterinary Services considers that any reagent
vaccine, genetic material, veterinary drug or biological product s
a nisk to the health and welfare of humans and animals, it may
Prohibit its use by Order published in the Gazette

60. Establishment of a veterinary feed analysis laboratory

(1) The Veterinary Services shall establish a veternary feed
analysis laboratory to regulate the production. manufacture
Processing, storage, transportation, distribution and marketng o
feeds, feed stuffs, feed supplements and other feed products
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(2) The Minister may, in consuitation with the Veterinary Services,
may make such Regulations as may be required for the effective

mplementation of sub-section (1)
PART IX — FINANCIAL AND REPORTING PROVISIONS

61. Establishment of the Animal Disease Fund

(1) There 5 established by this Act, an Animal Disease
Compensation and Eradication Fund, which shall be funded
through moneys appropnated to it by the National Assembly and

other lawful means
(2) The Fund shail be used to -

(@) compensate the owners of animals for the loss of animals
or things which have been destroyed or otherwise

disposed of pursuant to quarantine control measures in
the prevention, control and eradication of notifiable

diseases. emerging diseases, re-emerging diseases,
exotic diseases and zoonotic diseases, and

(b) cover for any administrative expenses incurred in
mplementing sub-section (2) (3)
62. Coverage of compensation

(1)The Veterinary Services shall only compensate the owner of
an arimal for the loss of an animal in a herd exposed to an

infection that —
(a) is infected or reasonably suspected of being infected, and

(b) has been ordered to be killed by the Veterinary Services or
an authorised officer.

(2) Notwithstanding sub-section (1), the Veterninary Services shall
not compensate the owner of an animal for the loss of an animal

that has deed from a disease

63. Compensable amount

(1) The owner of an animal which has been killed shall be
compensated for —

(a) not less than fifty percent of the appraised market value of
the animal killed

(b) labour incurred in the disposal of the animal killed.

The Minister shall, afte

. : I Consultat;
wath the relevant stakeholders tant:ca)z ¥
claims and payment of compensat.one

y the Vetennary Services
Regulations Pertaining to

65. Estimates, accounts ang audit

report to the National Assembly
66. Annual report

(() 1f ) The Vgterinary Services shall, within two months after the end
e ee'gch financial year, submit to the Minister, an annual report
aling generally with the activities and operations of the

Veterinary Services within that financial year

(2) The report shall include -

(a) a statement of the income, source of income and
application of the moneys of the Veterinary Services. and

(b) information relating to the operation of the Vetennary
Services.
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(3) The Minister shall, not later than three months after the end of
the financial year, cause the report to be laid before the National

Assembily
PART X - OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

67. Obstructing an authorised officer

(1) A person who willfully obstructs an authorised officer in the
performance of his or her functions commits an offence and is
hable on conviction to a fine of not less than fifty thousand dalasis
and not more than one hundred and fifty thousand dalasis or

imprisonment for six months or both

(2) A person who commits an offence under sub-section (1) may
be amrestad without warrant by a police officer

68. Making false or misleading statements

(1) A person who, for the purpose of applying for a permit, a
certificate or registration with the Veterinary Services knowingly —

(a) makes or attempts to make any false statements or
representations in speech or in writing, or

(b) produces or furmnishes or causes to be produced or
furmished any document or information which is false in a

material particular

shall be banned from acquinng a permit or a certificate and shall
not be registered by the Vetennary Services

(2) A person who. for the purpose of making a clam for the
payment of compensation, knowingly —

(a) makes or attempts to make any false statements or
representations in speech or in writing; or

(b) uses a fraudulent or counterfeit. certificate or permit,

commits an offence. and is liable on conviction to a fine of not
less than fifty thousand dalasis and not more than one hundred
and fifty thousand dalasis or imprisonment for six months or both.

ptat o _ Animal Health Act 2002

69. General penalty

PART XIl - MISCELLANEQUS

70. Collection of data and sharing of datgz
(1) The Veterinary Services shal| —

(a) collect data in general. and

(b) analyse epidemiological dat
. a to determine |
status of The Gambia for monitoring p“’Doses,the disease

(2) The Veternnary Service may share th
| . e data
and international bodies as it may deem necess:;;h such regional

71. Information system

The Veterinary Services shall -

(a) collect, complle. store and retrieve information. which will
serve as linkages and databases and

(b) establish appropriate safeguards to prevent the loss of
data, such as a back-up system.

72. Establishment of a rapid alert system and designation of
contact person

(1) The Veterinary Services may. after consultation with the
Minister —

(a) establish a network for a rapid alert system with the
international community for the notification of a direct or
iIndirect risk to human health derived from food or feed. and

(b) designate a focal person for The Gambia

(2) The Veterinary Services shall designate as a focal person a
member of the network, who -

(a) 1s a veterinarian: and

(b) has at least ten years work experience in a public or
private Veterinary Services institution

3R D ———
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{3) The focal person shail -

(a) coordinate. implement and evaluate policies, programmes
and activities of the network for rapid alert system,

(b) supervise the investigation of any -
() foodbome diseases In food products of animal
ongins

(i) direct hazard or indirect hazard in the food or feed
of the animal production phase of the food chain,

and
(iii) matters relating to national food security and safety,

(c) notify the appropriate Government ministries. Veterinary
Services and agencies and the approprate international

organssations of the findings of any investigations carrned
out pursuant to paragraph (b).

(d) provide a result onented annual work programme and ad-
hoc. guarterty and annual reports , and

(e) advise the Veterinary Services on issues related to
hazards from food or feed significant to human health.

73. Standard operating procedures generally

Any standard operating procedure issued by the Veterinary
Services under this Act shall specify matters including -

(a) the objective of the standard operating procedure,
(b) the effective date of the standard operating procedure,

(c) the date of the last update and approval by the Minister of
the standard operating procedure,

(dy any equipment and materials required,

(e) any methodology to be followed,
(f) the steps and technical procedures to be followed, and

(g) counterchecking measures for the standard operating
procedure

k. 20

74. Status of internationg| standarg
S

(2) For the avoidance of doubt this Act and th
e

standards referred to in it are complimentary Internationaj

75. lnconsistency with other laws

iInconsistency, be void

76. Regulations

77. Repeal and savings

(1) The Diseases of Animals Act is repealed
[Cap 62 03]

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal -

(a) any Regulations made under the repealed Act and in force
at the commencement of this Act shall be deemed to have
been made under this Act and shall continue in force, so
far as they may not be rendered inapplicable by this Act.
until other provisions shall have been made under this Act

and

(b) any order duly given, any document duly made or anything
duly done by any person under the repealed Act shall

remain valid, so far as they are not invalidated by this Act.
until other provisions are made under this Act
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PASSED in the National Assembly this 21+ day of December, in the year of Our
Lord Twenty Twenty Three.

M. A Sise
Clerk of the National Assembly.

THIS PRINTED IMPRESSION has been carefully compared by me with the Bill

which has passed in the National Assembly, and found by me to be a true and correct copy of
the said Bill.

M. A. Sise
Clerk of the National Assembly.
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