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"broadcasting stations” means televisiop
stations; .

“Chairperson” means the Chairperson of
Commission;

“Commission” means the National Media Cg
established under section 3;

“hearing” includes trial;

‘member” means a member of the Commiss|

“media” means all forms of mass communicat

“media organisation” means an organisation
in transmitting news and information to the pu

includes a media house, association, club and
company engaged in the business of mass

communication;

“media practitioner” means any person engaged
writing, editing or transmitting of news

information to the public and includes

proprietor, publisher, editor , editor-in-chief &
manager of any newspaper and broadee

station, and journalists;

"newspaper” has the meaning assigned to itin

2 of the Newspaper Act;

“Secretary of State” means the Secretary of Sté

responsible for the administration of this Acts
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PART il - ESTABLISHMENT AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE
NATIONAL MEDIA COMMISSION

3. (1) There is hereby established a Commission to be
known as the National Media Commission.

(2) The Commission is a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a common seal and may —

(a) sue and be sued in its corporate name;

(b) enter into contracts and acquire, hold and dispose
of property; and

(c)so far as is possible for a body corporate,
exercise the rights, powers and privileges and
incur the liabilittes and obligations of a natural
person of full age and capacity.

(3) The application of the common seal of the Commission
shall be authenticated by the signature of the Chairperson or
any other person as authorized by the Commission to sign
on its behalf and every document bearing the imprint of the
seal of the Commission shall be deemed to be properl
sealed unless the contrary is proved. :

4. (1) The Commission. shall have the following members -

(a) a Chairperson who shall be a Judge of the High
Court to be appointed by the Chief Justice;

(b) one youth representative;

(c) one representative of the Gambia Press Union;

(d) one representative of the Gambia Teachers Union;
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(e) one representative of the Supres
Council; _

() one representative of the Gambia
Council;

(g) one representative of the Women'’s By 8

(h) the Director General of The Gambia
Television Services or his or her nomine

(i) one representative of the National Assery

() one representative of the Gambia Bar Ast
and

(k) the Executive Secretary of the Commissie

(2) The members of the Commission shall elect
Chairperson from amongst their number. 3

(3) A member of the Commission shall hold office for
of three years and may be re-appointed for a second!

Meetings 5. (1) The Commission shall meet at least three times:

(2) The Chairperson may, at m_:w time, and shall
than five other members request in writing,
special meeting of the Commission.

(3) The Chairperson shall preside at all meet
Commission and in the Chairperson’s absence
Chairperson shall presidey and in the absence @ ._
members present shall appoint one of their
preside.

(4) A decision of the Commission shall be by a
of the members present and, in the event of an @
votes, the Chairperson has a casting vote.
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(5) The quorum for a meeting of the Commission is six
members.

(6) The Commission may co-opt any person to act as an

adviser at its meeting except that the co-opted person shall
not vote at the meeting.

(7) The validity of a proceeding of the Commission shall not
be affected by a vacancy in the membership or by any defect
in the appointment of a member.

6. The Commission may delegate any of its functions to
committees comprising members or non-members of the
Commission or both.

7. (1) No remuneration shall be paid to a member in respect
of membership of the Commission except sitting allowances.

(2) The Commission _..33 pay an allowance to a member to
cover travel and other expenses incurred in carrying out the
duties of a member.

PART lll - FUNCTIONS
8. The Commission shall -

(@) ensure the impartiality, professionalism and
independence of the media;

(b) maintain a register of media practitioners and
media organisations;

(c) provide for a Code of Conduct for media
practitioners, and set standards with regard to the
content and quality of materials for publication or
broadcast by the media;

(d) promote the establishment and maintenance of the
hiahest journalistic standards in the mass Bmammw.

ey
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(e) ensure. the registration of newspapen
jounals and broadcasting stations, j _
with the Constitution and other I ' (6) The Commission shall determine the terms and
Gambia; _ conditions of service of the staff of the Commission.

(f) consider and determine complaints
individuals, bodies corporate and ung | PART V - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

against media practitioners gp _ £ :

organisations regarding the - 10. The funds of the Commission shall consist of -
broadcast, newspaper or other . : : .
transmitted via the mass media; and (@) MMM%MUE@%B?Q& o bty e Netonst
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(g) ensure and protect the rights and pg . . :
media practitioners, including media py . (b) Mwﬂmmwmmﬁﬂ.mmmmﬂm that vest in or accrue to the
employed by the State, in the exec tiof . o :
i oo (c) monies paid to the Commission; and

PART IV - MANAGEMENT AND STAFF Ev donations and mqmjnm.

@ (1) The Chairperson shall appoint an Executi
in consultation with the Secretary of State., sand 11. (1) The Commission shall keep proper records and

books of account of its income and expenditure.
(2) The Executive Secretary shall -

(2) The Commission shall prepare in respect of each
(a) be the administrative secretary to the Cof financial year, a statement of accounts.
and carry out any other duties as directet _ é
Commission; and P (3) The accounts of the Commission shall, in respect of each
financial year, be subject to audit by the Auditor General.
(b) hold office for a period of five years S
re-appointed for such further periods & . (4) The Commission shall ensure that within three months
determined by the Commission. . _ from the end of each financial year, a statement of accounts
b . of the Commission for the preceding year is prepared and
(3) The Commission may, with the approval of thé submitted to the Auditor General.
of State, terminate the services of thr “ xecutive 5 .
(5) The audited accounts of the Commission and the Auditor
(4) The Commission shall appoint such number General's report on those accounts shall form part of the
the Commission may require to carry out its functi@ Auditor General's overall annual report to the National

Assembly.
(5) The Commission may delegate to

Secretary the power to appoint staff.
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Annual
reports

Registration

(6) The Commission shall, not later than three
the end of each financial year, prepare and sy
Secretary of State an estimate of its income and g

for the next succeeding year.

12. The Commission shall prepare and subp
Secretary of State, not later than 31% Decemb
year, a report on the activities of the Commissio Y
preceding year and the Secretary of State §
receiving the report, cause it to be laid before the
Assembly. 1

PART VI - REGISTRATION

13. (1) No person shall, after the commencement of

engage in the dissemination of information
communication unless registered as a media pi
media organisation, as the case may be, in acco
this section.

(2) A media organisation in business at the ¢

commencement of this Act shall, within one
commencement of this Act, register with the Com

also submit to the Commission the names of @il

practitioners registered with that organisation.

@Zog.a._mﬁmna._:um:cmm&onﬁuc&mcuwmga
(4), a media practitioner shall register with the G0 nt
in practice -

(a) at the commencement of this Act, within W
of the commencement of this Act; and

(b) after the commencement of this Act, Witiil
month of the commencement of the pracs

(4) The provisions of subsection (3) do not appl¥’
practitioner who is employed by the Government.
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(5) The Commission shall issue a licence to a media
practiioner or media organisation registered under this
section.

(6) The registration of a media practitioner or media
organisation shall be valid for one year and may be renewed
from year to year.

(7) A media practitioner or media oiganisation which
contravenss this section commits an offence and is liable to a

" fine of not less than five thousand dalasis in the case of a

media practitioner and ten thousand dalasis in the case of a
media organisation, and in default of payment of the fine within
a period of thirly days from the date of the finding of the
Commission, the registration and licence of the media
practitioner or media organisation shall be deemed to be

suspended -

(a) in the case of a media practitioner, for a period of
twelve months; and

(b) in the case of a media organisation, for a period of
eighteen months. .

PART VIl - COMPLAINTS

14. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, the
Commission shall, to the exclusion of any other court or
tribunal, consider and determine all complaints against a
meciia practitioner or media organisation, in accordance with
the provisions of this Act.

(2) The Commission shail also have exclusive jurisdiction
over all ancillary matters and other preliminary issues
connected with any hearing under this Act.
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(3) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the ¢
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- shall, following complaints made to it by any pej
section 16, have the power to —

(a) inquire and procure all such evidence, |
oral and examine all such persons as \
as the Commission may deem fit;

(b) try all the offences created under this At

(c) summon any person in The Gambia to af
hearing conducted by the Commission
evidence or produce any document or oft
in his or her possession and examine hj
as a witness and may require him
produce any document or other thing in h
possession; .

(d) consider and deal with any matter referred
the absence of any party who has bee
summoned to appear before it; .

(e) admit any evidence whether written or
act on the evidence;

(f) enter on any land or premises persona
any agent duly authorized in writing B
Commission for any purpose which, in its

is material to the hearing of a complaint;
particular for —

(i) the purposes of obtaining evide

information or of inspecting or & .
copies of any documents or oth@
required by or which may be of
assistance to the Commission,

(ii) safeguarding any document or property-
which in the opinion of the Commission
ought to be safeguarded for any purpose

of the hearing;
(9) adjourn its proceedings, from time to time; and
(h) generally give all such directions and do all such
things as are necessary or expedient ior dealing
speedily and justly with any matter before jt.

15. If the Government or any of its Departments ot State,

\fo Organs or agencies alleges in the complaint tha the

ure information provided to a media practitioner or mnedia
organisation —

(a) was without authorisation: or

(b) is a contravention of the Official Secrets Act,
the Commission shall require the media practitioner or media
organisation to disclose the source of the information and if a
media practitioner or media organisation fails to disclose the
source of the information within the period stipulated by the
Commission, the Commission shall impose one or more of
the penalties provided for under section 29.
16. (1) A person who is aggrieved by anything -

(a) published in a newspaper or broadcast by a
broadcasting station in respect of that person; or

(b) done in respect of that person by a media
practitioner in that capacity,

may complain in writing to the Commission.
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issi | not entertain a compl - 198, Y : .
mem._.wmﬁ ﬂﬁﬁﬁm_.mmﬁ__wm m%an_:u_mmi is made with 18..(1) On the direction of the Chairperson, the Executive

» which the complainant fire , Secretary (in this Part of this Act referred to as “the
gﬂ:ﬂ#ﬂ%:ﬁm ﬂmwﬂ%h of the Bmzwa allege Secretary”) shall fix a day for the hearing of the case and
v I .mﬁ 3 - shall serve notice of hearing on each party to the
compiaint. proceedings.

(3) Where the complainant - {2) The notice of hearing may be served either personally or

by registered post addressed to the residence or place of

(a)is a minor, the complaint may be riad business ¢f 2ach party to the proceedings.

parent, a member of the family or guardi

minor; or (3) The notice may be in the form set out in Schedule | to this

Act and there shall be at least twenty-one days between the

(b) is unable to act by reason of infirmilyauy service of the notice and the day fixed for the hearing.

body or other cause or has died, the A
may be made by the personal representat

giamtserofthe famity of the: compiehil Br 19. If a party fails to appear at a hearing, the Commission

may, on proof of service on the party of the notice of hearing,
proceed to hear and determine the case in the absence of
the party.

aring of. 20. (1) A party who fails to appear at a hearing may, within
: one calendar month from the pronouncement of the order of
the Commission and giving notice to every other party and to
17. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the proce _. . the Secretary, apply to the Commission for a re-h earing.
hearing a complaint shall be such as the
considers appropriate in the circumstances.

(2) The Commission may, if satisfied that it is just that the
case shouid be re-heard, grant the application on such terms
as to costs or otherwise as it deems fit.

ddinerv ool 21. (1) A summons for the attendance of a witness or the
e’ production of a document shall be served in the same
manner as a subpoena for the attendance of a witness in a
court.

be inadmissible in evidence before th

(3) The Commission shali, .n.m.ﬁo_.m the :.m.m."”.
complaint, give the media practitiof
organisation, against whom the ooan_m_.a is
opportunity of making qqummm._._.ﬁm:o:m |
Commission, either orally or in writing, cOf
on the complaint.

(2) The Commission may issue a warrant for the arrest of a
person who, having been served with a summons, fails to
appear before the Commission.
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Schedule 2

Hearing to
be in public

Adjournment
of hearing
Record of
proceedings

Record of
proceedings

“ Dispensing

with certain
requirements

Extension
of time

(3) Summonses issued under this Act may be in the . ww:.m._m:m ﬂwﬁimmmo: may order that any book, paper, or any
out in the Schedule 2 to this Act and shall be serve asammﬂq_m:%qmm%.mm%q cm_.a ﬂ ﬂm Emﬂm_ shall be
lice or such other person as the Commission may ¢ until such time within which an
police or su pe '3 .mun.mm_ _._._mw..cm entered has expired, and, if notice of appeal
(4) No civil proceeding shall lie against a perse is given, until the appeal is heard or otherwise disposed of.

result of his or her testimony before the Commissi

hearing. 28. A complainant may, at any time before an order is

made by the Commission, withdraw his or her complaint.

22. The proceedings of the Commission shall be 29. (1) Where, after hearin i i
public but may be held in camera in an appropriate ¢ PIMISSIon Commission s satisfied "zmmﬂ.m WU .0 IR

may be determined by the Chairperson.

(a) the vc_u._mnm.zon or broadcast, in respect of which the
complaint is made, is not in accordance with the
Code of Conduct prescribed by the Commission; or

23. The Commission may, of its own motion, or
application of any party, adjourn the hearing on such
as to costs, or otherwise, as the Commission shall thir

(b) the conduct of a media practitioner, in respect of

24. (1) The record of proceedings shall be prep whom the complaint is made, is not in accordance

person appointed by the Commission, and any P . with the Code of Conduct; or

appeared at the proceedings shall be entitled to be st
with a copy or the transcript of the proceedings (c) the conduct of a media practitioner is, in the
payment of the stipulated fee. . circumstances of the case blameworthy: or

(2) The Secretary shall supply to any person entitiec (d) an offence has been committed under this Act
heard on an appeal against the decision of the CO .

a copy of the transcript of the record on the paymerit the Commission shall, make any one or more of the orders
fees as may be determined by the Secretary. specified in subsection (2).

25. The Commission may dispense with any regqs (2) The Commission may make
with respect to notices, affidavits, documents, S& ~ subsection (1) - y one or more orders under

time, in any case where it appears to the Comm

just to do so. (a) directing’ the newspaper or broadcasting station

concerned to publish or broadcast in such manner as

the Commission may direct, an a
/ olo
correction; s sl

26. The Commission may in any given case extend
for doing anything under this Part of this Act.

(b) reprimanding the media practitioner or media
organisation concerned,;
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National Media Commission Act, 2002 eals 31. (1) Appeal shall lie from a decision or an order of the

Commission to the Court of Appeal whose decision shall be
final and not be subject to appeal.

i | king the reg
¢) suspending, canceliing or revoking
A Vms% licence of the media practitioner or

organisation concerned, (2) The Commission may review its own decision or order

on any matter based on fresh evidence.
(d) imposing a penalty of not less than ten the y matie resh ev

dalasis; . PART VIll - OFFENCES
(e) directing that an amount of not less th

thousand dalasis be paid to the complain
compensation; . @)

32. A person who -

having been summoned as a witness fails to

issior appear before the Commission;
(f) awarding such damages as the Commission pp AF

deem fit to any person affected by the v:_u_.._.,_”___

being a witness before the Commission, refuses
broadcast;

to be swom or affirmed : or

(g) closing down the media organisation conce

having been swom or affirmed, knowingly

. o el makes a false statement or tenders a false
(h)in the case of an o:m:omq _ﬁwmowmﬂm in a8 _ document touching any matter which is material
3 er 1 = F
specified for the offence un

i , to any question related to the hearing; or
yut in this subsection. >
any of the orders set ou

i practitioner or media organisation in _ e iemccll i ey i
& a Bma% uso: or broadcast the Commission HEE purposes of proceedings before  the
M”omwﬁ%mw _mwam.. this section shall comply W _ ; ;

Commission; or
Commission's order.
2 hall be enfc ~ed intentionally insults, interrupts or obstructs the
mmission S ; st S
(4) An order of the .O.oda:::._m:m__ oroceedings, 884 Commission or member of the Commission or
same manner as in Qq:_ or C staff of the Commission in the performance of
may be, in The Gambia. any function under this Acty or

publicatonof 30, The Commission may publish in MMM " con : (f) intentionafly disobeys an order made by the
name of media oo qeact jn such manner as the Comm

ia ord 1 Commission,
ﬂ«m&n_ozmqo_. .E..m name Om m3< gmamm qumwﬁ__—.._nuﬂmﬂ or Bmﬁ:m (o] -
media s
organisation  rgprimanded by the Commission.

commits an offence and is liable to a fine of not less than five
reprimanded

thousand dalasis or in default- may be committed for

contempt for not less than forty-eight hours and not more
than six months.
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(2) The Commission or a member or staff of the Comg : National Media Commission Act, 2002
shall not be called to give evidence or to produg , MOImUCPmm

document or article before a court or tribunal or § .

proceeding of a judicial nature in respect of anything g

to the knowledge of the Commission or its staff jr

exercise of official functions. . SCHEAGE | Section 18

Inconsistency  39. Where any provision of this Act is inconsistent with
of any other law, the provision of this Act shall prevail.

NATIONAL MEDIA COMMISSION ACT, 2002

Regulations 40, The Secretary of State may, on the recommendz NOTICE OF
the Commission, make regulations for the better ca HEARING BY NATIONAL MEDIA COMMISSION
of the provisions of this Act and, without limiti .
generality of the foregoing, may make regulations — ) the matter of A. B
(a) providing for a Code of Conduct for m _ e
practitioners and media organisations; and n the matter of C.D

Complainant

" Media Practitioner/Media Or anisati
) n
(b) for the qualification and fees to be paid f e

registration of media practitioners and m
organisations.

Repeal of ActNo. 41.(1) The National Press Council Act, 1991 is
11 0f 1991 repealed and the Council established under it is
dissolved. .

(2) As from the commencement of this Act, all the
assets, liabilities and obligations of the dissolved Né
Press Council existing immediately beforé
commencement of this Act shall be transferred
Commission.

(3) Any action or proceeding in any court, or any
decision or order which was enforceable by or a9¢
dissolved Council immediately before the commence
this Act may be continued and enforced by or a9
Commission established under this Act.

.mxmnEEm Secretary
National Media Commission

not applicable
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SCHEDULE 2

NATIONAL MEDIA COMMISSION ACT, 2002

SUMMONS

z 7, T T e D SRt - e PR S PN S LEAVTEEL
(Name, address and occupation of vmﬁmo: summoned)

You are hereby summoned to appear before the National Media Comm

at o'clock or so soon thereafter to give evidence with respect to the heari

the conduct or affairs of -

*and you are required to bring with you the foilowing books, documents

BT e T L L C L Tl E——
} (Specify the
} books, documents
} or other things)

Chairperson
National Media Commission

* Delete where not applicable -

.W....)mmmU in the National Assembly this Nh‘,
year of Our Lord Two Thousand and Two

National Media Commission Act, 2002

R

day of LPFPJ

>
-

Ag. Clerk of the National Assembly.

PRINTED gmmmmmoz has been carefull

5 passedin the National Assemb] Yy compared by me with the Bill

Yy, and found by me to be a true and correct copy

Ag. Clerk of the National h,amlm?.




